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ATNTER Cynthiz Ellis has

spent the past W0 years

liavelling around rcgionel
WA after completing her first
artist in residence program in
the progressive town of &
Ballidu.

‘The Bailidu Contemporary
Art Society first cnticsd Ms
Ellis to the town in 1993, nffer-
ing her three months 5f unin-
terrupted work time, 2 studio
and accommodacion fa the
tuwu’s historic 1928 tank
building. There was alsn the
opportuaity to show her work
in the Ballidu Lodge Art
(Gallery at the end of her siay.

Since becoming Ballidu's first
artist-in-i1esidence, Perth-bascd
Ms Elli5 has pursued the con-
cept with vigour.

z2nd the Baillidn T.odge Art
Gallery has recently shown zn
exhibition of her work irom
this stay. S

The absirag: thick patut
works, New Works, were 2 far
crv from what visitors mighi
expect at 2 country art show.
But this is no ordinary country
art centre. ;

Bazilidu Contemporary Art
Society president Pamelia
Toste said the gallery was ser
up to showcease coniemporary
art that would not usnally been
seen in rural WA,

She said the concept Was 1o

roaden ycople’s horizons and
give them && opportunity io
experience different types of
art.
The gallery is fast becoming
the focal poini of the smalf
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Ballidu Contemporary Art Soclely inember Nicky Hoed

une of the art worke from the Rallidi | ndge Art Gallery's 1989 artist-in-residence

Oyathla Ellls,

She has spent time in
Kalgocrlie, Esperance and the
South West undertaking similar
grograrns aud from mid-1998

as been almost full-time on
the road in WA

“Thi; gives me 3 Iot of free-
dom ta travel to different towns
anda I can be spontaneous,” she
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, left, and Pamelia Tosta Inspact

‘owe

town of Ballidu in more ways
than one.

t is housegd in the former
Masonic temple, which has
been painted in 2 multitude of
fresh pasiel shades ibial cannot
Le missed when driving arpund
town and M;s Tosta said it was
now 2 springboard for many
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olé four
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Thiz gosl
has Teen
achieved and
the gallery has
now 215G
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expajded w
havingan
ArTist-in-resi-
dence every
Vear. coorainating art camps.
concucung il schgols and has
this vear t2ken part in the
Artis: Regional Exchange pro-

ram, involving artists from

usiralia, Hong Kong and
Singapore.

Mz Tosiz said tixe Ballidu
Conicmporary Ast Society was
kesn 10 progress its artist in
residence program - one of ihe
few gffersd ip rural WA areas -
and this was nOW auraciing
inieresi from onc of Perth’s
leadimp art schools The school
was rconsidering an artist plzce-
ment program for graduates.

M3 Tosia szid this would give
the tudding 2ruiss time and «
lucation from which to launch
their careers and put some ol
the theery they had learpt info
practice in a2 low-pressure envi-
ronment.“We are ideally set up
10 be able 10 participaicin a2
program like this.” che said.

And Ms Tosta £aid 1t was not
only the artists who benefited
from. artist in résiCency pro-
grams, the whole town could
also get involved 13 something
neW.

“Ballidu is very accepting of
the artists that come up here -
mosily from Perth - and they
are Jearning abourt art,” she
said,

“They like 10 otserve what
the artists arc doing and then
see the results of “he work
whenp it is exhibitzd at the end
of their siay’

Art society member Nicky
Hocd said :he lowa became
invizorated when 2 new arust
arrived for 2 residency and
there was 2iso an 2conomic
spin-off for when exhibitions
were staged.

She said the local school stu-
dents were always cager to have
sreciAnes wnath The viciiinge arfists

Pamelia Tost= ang Nicky H
Qzliery, which 15 running 2 very succsssful artist-in-rasidency program.

ood show off Ballidu's eye-catching Lodge Art



